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Chamber of Commerce, is the past director of 
the Colorado Bankers Association, and is an 
appointee of Colorado Governor Bill Owens as 
a member of the Fire and Police Pension As-
sociation. Kris is a strong role model for her 
peers and colleagues, leading by example in 
her community. 

Mr. Speaker, Kris Gardner has persistently 
worked to better her community through serv-
ice and hard work for over 30 years with Al-
pine Bank. I am honored to recognize her con-
tributions to the town of Glenwood Springs be-
fore this body of Congress and this nation. 
Thanks for all your hard work, Kris, and I wish 
you and your family all the best in your future 
endeavors. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE INCORPORA-
TION OF THE TOWN OF 
MINTURN, COLORADO 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the 100th Anniversary 
of the town of Minturn, Colorado. 

Minturn is a small town on the Western 
Slope of Colorado, with a population of a little 
over 1,000. Despite its size, Minturn holds an 
important place within Colorado’s history. It 
began in 1887 as a railroad crew-changing 
station and was named in honor of Robert B. 
Minturn, who helped secure funds to build the 
Denver & Rio Grande westward down the 
Eagle and Colorado Rivers. The town quickly 
grew as more people began to make Colorado 
their home. Some established homesteads to 
farm in this area at the confluence of Gore 
Creek and the Eagle River, while others 
sought riches mining for silver in the moun-
tains high above the town site. 

On November 15, 1904, the first Town 
Council met and Minturn officially became an 
incorporated part of Colorado. This date be-
came synonymous with the town’s birth and 
was therefore marked as a day of celebration. 
In the years to come, Minturn became espe-
cially indicative of the Colorado experience. 

After its vital infrastructures were in place, 
Minturn attracted people from all walks of life. 
Historic hotels that still exist today were erect-
ed to accommodate the influx of travelers 
passing through Colorado. And even the mili-
tary became interested in Minturn, con-
structing a temporary training camp there for 
the 10th Mountain Division in 1942—a division 
that helped train soldiers to fight in high alpine 
conditions. 

As the years passed, Minturn became a fa-
vorite stop amongst snow sports enthusiasts, 
due to its close location to some of Colorado’s 
largest ski resorts, Vail and Beaver Creek. Re-
cently, the town’s beauty was on display in 
movies such as Walt Disney’s ‘‘Tall Tales’’, 
and during the Winter Olympics of 2002, when 
the Olympic torch passed through the town en 
route to Salt Lake City, Utah. 

I also have great pride in stating that one of 
my district offices is located in Minturn. Be-
cause of this connection—as well as the 
town’s respect for it’s western rural roots—I 
have developed an affinity with this town and 
appreciate the friendliness and communal spir-

it of its residents. This community has wel-
comed me to their town in a manner that 
greatly reflects the essence of Colorado. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me today in commemorating the historic 100th 
anniversary of Minturn, Colorado. I believe 
that by honoring Minturn and all the other his-
toric small towns of this vast Nation, we keep 
the great tradition of the American spirit alive 
for future generations. We must not forget 
about the many places that molded this nation 
into what it is today. Centennial celebrations 
are few and far between, and Minturn’s is de-
serving of our recognition. 
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HONORING BENNY STRICKLAND 
FOR HIS SERVICE AS A COUNTY 
COMMISSIONER OF SUMTER 
COUNTY 

HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to honor Benny Strickland for 
his service as a County Commissioner of 
Sumter County in the Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict of Florida. 

On behalf of the residents of Sumter Coun-
ty, I applaud Mr. Strickland for his years of 
dedication as a public servant. Since 1994, he 
has worked tirelessly to provide the residents 
of Sumter County with excellent leadership 
and vision. His presence on the board will be 
dearly missed. Benny’s devotion to the resi-
dents of Sumter County is a testament to the 
virtue and selflessness that a public official 
should aspire to attain. 

Sumter County is truly saddened by Mr. 
Strickland’s departure; nevertheless, we are 
immensely grateful for all his years of commit-
ment and hard work. I wish Mr. Strickland the 
best in the future and hope he enjoys the 
pleasures of retirement. 
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THE CALUMET COMMUNITY HERO 
AWARD 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to commend five dedicated individ-
uals who have made significant contributions 
to Northwest Indiana. These loyal and dedi-
cated individuals, Rosa Vega, Valeta Brannon, 
John Bakota, Daniel Lowery, and Leonard 
Tomaszewski, will be honored for their dedica-
tion to justice and to the people of Northwest 
Indiana by the Calumet Project at an awards 
luncheon at the Social Hall of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help Parish in Hammond, Indiana 
on Friday, November 19, 2004. 

The Calumet Community Hero Award is 
being presented to three individuals for their 
tireless efforts in promoting justice in North-
west Indiana. This year’s first honoree is Rosa 
Vega, a graduate of Gary West Side High 
School. She has been a member of the exec-
utive board of SEIU Local 73 Division 208 
since 1979 and has been employed by the 
Gary School Corporation since 1971. Rosa is 

also very active in the Cub Scouts and is a 
past recipient of the George Meany Scouting 
Award. 

Also receiving a Calumet Community Hero 
Award is the youngest of this year’s award re-
cipients, Valetta Brannon. Valetta is a 1999 
graduate of Bishop Noll Institute, where she 
organized the Black History Club, and a 2004 
graduate of Purdue University Calumet, where 
she earned her B.A. in Psychology. She is 
employed by the Family & Youth Services Bu-
reau as a Residential Counselor and with Por-
ter-Starke Children Services as a Behavioral 
Specialist. Her future plans include pursuing 
an MSW and continuing to fight for social jus-
tice for the people of Northwest Indiana. 

The third Calumet Community Hero Award 
is being presented to John Bakota. John is a 
graduate of East Chicago Roosevelt High 
School and is a veteran of the United States 
Army. John spent 38 years as a millwright at 
LTV Steel, and he has always been extremely 
active in promoting the enrichment of his com-
munity. John is a compassionate activist with 
the Coalition for a Clean Environment, and he 
is being honored for his ongoing quest to see 
to it that justice prevails. 

This year’s Unity Award is being presented 
to Daniel Lowery, Ph.D. Dr. Lowery is a grad-
uate of Valparaiso University, holds a Master’s 
Degree in Business Administration from Indi-
ana University Northwest, and received a 
Ph.D. in Public Administration from the Univer-
sity of Illinois at Chicago in 2001. He is cur-
rently Executive Director of the Northwest Indi-
ana Quality of Life Council and has received 
numerous awards for his outstanding perform-
ance throughout his career. 

The final award, the Lifetime Achievement 
Award, is being presented to Leonard 
Tomaszewski for his outstanding service to 
the Northwest Indiana Community. Leonard is 
a graduate of Emerson High School and a vet-
eran of the Korean War. Prior to his retirement 
in 1996, Leonard was employed by U.S. Steel 
and Gary Works Sheet and Tin for over 46 
years. Since his retirement, Leonard has been 
an active member of the Steelworkers Organi-
zation Active Retirees (SOAR). He has led the 
fight on behalf of retirees for healthcare, pre-
scription drugs, social security, and other 
issues of concern to retirees. Leonard’s life-
time of service continues as he is a member 
of the Board of Directors of the Northwest In-
diana Community Action Corporation, whose 
mission is to change lives and build commu-
nities. For his lifetime of commitment to fair-
ness and justice, Leonard Tomaszewski is 
being commended with this prestigious award. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in com-
mending these individuals for their outstanding 
contributions to Indiana’s First Congressional 
District. Their commitment to improving the 
quality of life for the people of Northwest Indi-
ana is truly inspirational and should be recog-
nized and commended. 
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TRIBUTE TO MS. TAMMY 
CARNRIKE 

HON. SHERWOOD BOEHLERT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, November 16, 2004 

Mr. BOEHLERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the appointment of Ms. Tammy 
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